ENSATIONAL SURFACES

what T h C

DIrOS KNOW

Architects and designers from around the country

share thelr secrets by

hoosing the right surfaces
for your home can make an
ordinary space come to life.
We asked six designers and archivects
from around the country to share ther
thoughts on some of their favorice new
treatments for walls, floors, ceilings,
and countertops—and che bese trends

theyve seen coming down the pike.

Kartte Andersow, Tmterior Diésigines

Seaw Francisn, Caldf,

“Familinr materials used in an unex-
pected setting can really make a strong
impact. I'm a big fan of uwsing guirky
materials, like rubber flooring: ir's
incredibly  durable and  flexible—ir
won't crack like tile when the earth
mevies of settles beneach the floor, a big
consideracion when you live in an
canthquake-prone place. I've also used
rubber as a wall crearment and for bath-
room countertops. [os inexpensive and
comes in all kinds of colors like gold,
real, black, and yellow. Kubber is ideal
for any room thar has a lot of warer use,
like a laundry room. I'm also inreresced
in using resin for countertops—ibur not
in a kiechen, where the acids from foods
could mar the surface, In a bathroom
resin is a dramatic choice because it has
a eranslucent quality; you can lighe i
from underneath so you have a
slowing, floating countertop.”

leannie Matteucc

Becntar Cronlelt, Ltersor Anctuvnt

MNen York, NY

*Finishes and colors are 5o important oo
the harmony of the space and the effect
it has on the occupanes, T like using
nacural materials like glass, stone, and
metal in interesting ways to create a
balanced environment. I'm using maore
glass on walls, floors, and countertops
now. It allows me o play wicth lighe
within a space, creating interesting
reflecrions and illusions. T ofeen laver
glass wirth ocher macerials like wire
miesh o lend texoure. Metal, fabric, or
paper sandwiched berween glass shows
the marerials in a different way, and is
icdeal for wall crearments in bachrooms
or for a backsplash in a kicchen. The
new rechnology of nonslip coarings also
allows me o use glass for foors. 1 love
injecting glass panels into wood or
seone foors. There are now glass ciles on
the market available in a wide rnge of
styles, sizes, and colors, but 1 prefer wo
use large sheets of glass because chey
allow me to achieve 4 simple elegance
without obvious seams.”

Koderi Eradrver, Inferior Lerrpner
Perfmuster & Frennld T

Frambdior, Mich

*I think details make a moom beawtiful.
[ bove texrure, and I add it whenever
possible bocawse it makes a space feel
warm and comforable. [ used to bove par-
tern on walls, but nosr I'm ineo rich colors

like chocolare brown in a semi-gloss or
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gloss. You can add lors of drama o a
room by using a deep, dark color like
brown, Add a collection of black-and-
white photos toa brown wall and i will
look fabulous. Ceilings are also impaor-
eant, and a hugely forgotten area, If you
have a typical B-foot flat ceiling, you
can create a step in the coling by
adding an extra layer of drywall around
the perimeter of the room to create 2
nice shadow. T also love doing bead-
board ceilings for an old-fashioned,
corage-like look. Bur wharever you do,
don't dot your ceiling with a bunch of
recessed lights or ir srarts 1o look like
Swiss cheese. They have cheir place in
a rask-type setring, bue in a living or
dining room a string of recessed lighes
is unarcracrive.”

Hm'j Crlarciurss, Tmtirear Dheviowne

Kirchen Desrgn Ssodfio, Denver, Gl
“Right now, we're mixing materials
like granite and stainless steel or naoeeal
stone and wood like teak, We're doing
a fair armount of teak countertops these
days around the sink and then lime-
stone or gramite around the rest of the
kitchen. There seems o be a bigger
selection of granite now, and the fabri-
cator can hone che granite to give it an
old-world feeling, instead of the high
gloss char'’s so common. Seainless-steel
countentops also have a nice look—and
they're very hygienic for food prepara-
cion areas. Concrere is another option,
and now you'll find many colors and pig-
meeves thar can be added to che mix for
a rruly custom resule. Laminare is also
available in a wicke variery of styles. Cver
the years, the look and feel of laminare
surfacing has really impeoved. Juse
make sure whatever you choose isnT a
temporary fad. You want something thar
weill seill b in style vovo years later,”

Dicdores Hyder

LRI ORI

Realmuna, Wi,

"We still find a scrong emphasis on
stone for countentops, but we're seeing
the trend ruming away from shiny
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